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Connswater Homes’
Stock Condition Survey

What is a stock condition survey?
A stock condition survey looks at all parts of
a building to assess the condition and state
of repair and plan for immediate and future
works.

Typical items that will be looked at as part of
the survey include roofs, rainwater goods,
general structure (internal and external),
windows, doors, kitchens, sanitary ware,
heating system, electrics, flooring, fencing,
walls, paths etc.

Why is Connswater Homes completing a
stock condition survey?
We are doing a stock condition survey of all
of our properties over the next two years.
This information will tell us the condition of
our stock, if any repairs are required
immediately and allow us to plan for future
works like replacement kitchens, bathrooms,
windows, doors etc so that your home is
maintained to the highest possible standard.

How will this affect me?
When the survey is undertaken at your
property access will be required to all rooms
including the roofspace and outside areas.

If you live in a building that has shared
communal areas these are also surveyed.
Communal items include fire alarms,
emergency lighting, communal lighting,
doors, decoration, floor coverings and access
to and from the building.

Who will be doing these surveys?
We have appointed a consultancy firm called
Rand Associates to carry out the surveys.
During the survey there will be no more than
two surveyors in your property. All
representatives will be carrying identification,
so please ask to see it.

What do I do now?
You do not need to do anything. We will be
sending you a letter summarising the
information as detailed above. After this
Rand Associates will contact you by
telephone to arrange a suitable time for
access to carry out the survey and answer
any specific queries you may have.  Rand
Associates will then confirm this arranged
appointment in writing.

Remember these surveys are taking place
over two years and not everyone will be
done in the first year.
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Connswater Homes attended a breakfast held by one
of its contractors, CTS Projects Ltd, on 4th May 2016
to launch their partnership with Habitat for Humanity
Northern Ireland.

Habitat for Humanity is a charity that helps the
poorest and most vulnerable people lift themselves
out of poverty by partnering with them to build their
homes and communities.

Connswater Homes wish CTS Projects all the very
best with their partnership.

Pictured left is CTS Projects Managing Director
Connaire McGreevy with Mark Griffin, Technical
Officer for Connswater Homes.

APPRENTICESHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
WITH

Connswater Homes’ contractors JMC will be offering
apprenticeships to 16-19 year olds for the upcoming
pupil intake for mechanical, electrical, joinery and
plastering trades.  JMC will be contacting local
colleges with a view to interviewing potential
apprentices in June-August.

Applicants must have GSCE grade C or above in
Maths, English, ICT and two other subjects to be
accepted onto the apprenticeship courses.

Look out for more information in your college or write to JMC Mechanical & Construction Ltd, 37 Acre
Lane, Waringstown, Craigavon, Co. Armagh, BT66 7SG, telephone 028 3888 2807 or email
tracy@jmcmechanical.co.uk

TO LET
Self contained office building
c.2,200 Sq ft
157 Upper Newtownards Road, Ballyhackamore,
Belfast, BT4 3HX

The property comprises a converted double fronted
former residence with many retained original
features. The conversion which also includes an
extension to the rear is arranged to provide offices
at ground and first floor levels.
At ground floor the accommodation is arranged to
provide a reception/administration office, open plan
office, boardroom, meeting room and generous staff
kitchen/dining area.

For full details, please contact Frazer Hood at
McConnell Property Consultants on 028 90 205 900
/ info@mcconnellproperty.com
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Tonagh Avenue Handover

Pictured from top:
Tonagh Avenue
Roisin Farrelly outside
her new home
One of the beautiful
kitchens in Tonagh
Avenue

L-R: Charlie McBride (Site
Foreman, Connelly & Fee),
Jim Craven (Clerk of Works,
Connswater Homes), Conall
Jones (Development Officer,
Connswater Homes) and
Owen Grehan (Architect,
JNP Architects) at the key
handover at Tonagh Avenue

Connswater Homes appointed Connolly and Fee Ltd back in March 2015

as main contractor to construct 6 new homes at Lisburn Mews, Lisburn.

The site is accessed via Tonagh Avenue and was previously occupied

by derelict NIHE properties.  These properties were not only unsightly

but provided a location for anti-social behaviour.  They were considered

an eye-sore by the local residents and the local community was very keen

for the re-development to help regenerate the area but also to address

the significant unmet housing need.

With demand for housing continuing to outstrip supply in Lisburn, the

number of applicants noted as being in housing stress in the Tonagh area

was 60 (a combination of families, couples and single persons).

The scheme started on site at the end of March 2015 and was handed

over on the 16th March 2016.  The completed site consists of 6 3-person

2-bedroom two-storey houses in a contemporary design.  The properties

are beige coloured rendered with brick piers and plinth and anthracite

grey UPVC windows.

A heat wave
reached its peak
with a
temperature of
26.7°C
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Tenants’ Garden Competition

Don’t forget that we’ll be out and about taking
photographs of your gardens for this year’s Tenants’
Garden Competition.

Photographs will be taken throughout July and
August, so make sure that your garden is tidied,
watered and weeded, hanging baskets and tubs
deadheaded and looking bloomin’ lovely!

You can also email your own photos to
chronny@connswater.org.uk - don’t forget to

include your address!

▲First Minister, Arlene Foster (centre) and
Edwin Poots MLA, other political and local

representatives meet at Dunmurry

▼Jonathan Craig MLA and Connswater
Homes’ Chairman, Prof. Paddy Gray speak
with the First Minister at the Dunmurry site

FIRST MINISTER INSPECTS
PROGRESS AT DUNMURRY

Connswater Homes were delighted to welcome
First Minister Arlene Foster and local political
representatives to its Dunmurry High School
scheme on 19th April.

Connswater Homes have been working closely
with Seymour Hill & Conway Estate Community
Association throughout the design development
and construction phases and a number of
community representatives were in attendance on
the day including Margaret Tolerton, Chair of
SH&CE Steering Group. We were also joined by
Professor Paddy Gray, chairman of the association.

The scheme will provide 98 new homes, broken
down as follows:

� 30x 5person, 3 bedroom, general needs houses
� 54x 3person, 2 bedroom, general needs houses
� 8x 2person, 1bedroom, general needs

apartments
� 6x complex needs dwellings
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Calling all local charities and community groups
Connswater Homes is committed to, not only providing excellent homes for its tenants but, being socially
aware of the environment in which it operates and to supporting other charitable causes which enhance
the social, economic or environmental sustainability of the communities in which it is operating.

Under the rules of the Association, an agreed sum of money is set aside each year which will be allocated
to a Common Fund to assist local charities, community groups and similar organisations.

How to apply
The criteria for applications is as follows:

1. The donation must be used for a project/organisation in Northern Ireland
2. The project/organisation must have a link to a geographical area where Connswater Homes

currently have housing stock (please see list above), or have a development underway
3. There must be a perceived community benefit from the work of the organisation receiving the

funding
4. The donation is conditional upon a photograph and/or some information to illustrate what the

money was used for, which can be published in our newsletter and on social media platforms

Applications for funding should be addressed to the Chief Executive, providing full details of the cause
and supporting documentation, where available.   Applications will be recommended to the Board; their
decision shall be final.

Each application will be treated on an individual basis with due regard to equality of opportunity in all
aspects of the nine areas set out by the Equality Commission of Northern Ireland.

Apply to the Common Fund today
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◄ 15-19 Ballygowan Road, Belfast

This scheme has an expected completion date of
June 2017.

This will provide 31 new 3person, 2bedroom
general needs apartments.

Development Progress

Former Dunmurry High School ►

The expected completion date for this scheme is
late 2017.  This extensive site will provide the
following new homes:

30x 5person, 3bedroom general needs houses
54x 3person, 2 bedroom general needs houses
8x 2person, 1bedroom general needs apartments
6x complex needs dwellings

◄ High Street, Portaferry

This site is scheduled to be completed in October
2017, providing the following new homes:

12x 2person, 1bedroom general needs apartments
6x 3person, 2bedroom general needs houses
3x 5person, 3bedroom general needs houses
1x 6person, 3bedroom complex needs bungalow
1x 5person, 3bedroom complex needs house

John Street, Newtownards ►

The site on John Street is expected to be
completed by June 2017 and will provide:

8x 2person, 1bedroom general needs houses
1x 3person, 2bedroom general needs apartment

Famous Deaths this year - Paul Robeson (Athlete, Actor, Singer  & Civil
Rights Activist), Howard Hughes (Producer & reclusive Billionaire), J. Paul
Getty (Oil Magnate, Art Collector & Philanthropist), Bernard L Montgomery
(General who defeated Rommel), and Sid James (‘Carry-On’ star)
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Conall Jones, on behalf of The Ellie Nicholl Research
Fund receives a cheque from his Connswater

Homes colleagues who raised £700 for the charity.

Staff Charity Fundraising
Over the past few months, the employees of
Connswater Homes have been raising money
for charity.

£700 has been raised so far and a
presentation was made to fellow employee
Conall Jones who represented The Ellie
Nicholl Research Fund.

Ellie Nicholl was a brave little  8 year old
Fermanagh girl who sadly lost her battle
against H-ABC syndrome in March this year.

Ellie was believed
to be the only child
in Ireland to have
suffered from the
rare progressive
n e u r o l o g i c a l
condition.  At
the time of her
diagnosis three
years ago, she was one of only
22 people in the world known to have the
condition.

For more information on the Ellie Nicholl
Research Fund please visit
www.facebook.com/EllieNichollsPage and if
you would like, you can make a donation via
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/elliesresear
chfund

Debtline NI
If you are having money problems please phone
Debtline NI.  They are not a debt consolidation service,
they are a charity so you aren’t charged for their
services.

Services are free and confidential, from budgeting
advice to practical debt management plans.

No matter how serious your situation seems right now,
there is a way out of it.

Free helpline from 8am - 8pm

0800 027 4990

YOU are responsible for insuring the contents of YOUR home
Over the past few years there have been many examples of
extensive damage being caused by flooding, fire and severe
cold spells resulting in burst pipes.  Many of those who suffered
had no insurance.
Connswater Homes does not recommend any particular insurer,
but it can provide information about home contents insurance
schemes designed specifically for social housing residents.
We do advise that you get insurance cover for glazing.

For more information, please contact the office on
028 9065 6155

GET YOUR POSSESSIONS INSURED!

Home Contents Insurance



here to help

Meet Lorna…

In this feature, we hope to introduce you to the team at Connswater Homes to enable
you to put a ‘face to the name’ and know the staff that are here to help you.

Lorna Clarke is one of the longer serving members of
Connswater Homes’ staff, having joined the Association in July
2007.  Lorna is one of the Housing Assistants with Connswater
Homes who will help you with rent and allocation enquiries.
New tenants may get to meet Lorna when signing up for their
new home.

Lorna enjoys walking her schnauzer dog ‘Dexter’ and is a keen
follower of motorbike racing, taking particular interest in road
racing in Northern Ireland.

She also enjoys meeting the famous riders, as can be seen in
the photo!

Lorna, pictured with motorbike racer and
TV personality Guy Martin at the Ulster

Grand Prix

Employability South is an exciting new programme,
designed to help support people living in South Belfast.

It’s aim is to improve employability by building
confidence, skills and qualifications for work.  The
programme could also lead to a paid work placement
providing an excellent opportunity to further develop
skills and really get your career back on track.

The Employability South programme is funded by the
Northern Ireland Executive through the Social
Investment Fund.

In May 2016, Connswater Homes opened up  a thirteen-
week placement for someone wanting to gain more skills
and knowledge of the workplace.

Eduardo Diaz-Marcos, originally from Madrid, was keen
to learn more about an administrative career in Northern

Ireland and so a placement was offered to him.  He came
to Belfast six months ago after his g i r l f r i e n d  found
e m p l o y m e n t  i n interior design o v e r  h e r e .

E d u a r d o previously worked
in administration for six years
for the Spanish Army.

The Connswater Team
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Connswater Cuisine

We’d love to hear what you thought about this recipe after you’ve given it a go!  Why not
send us some pictures of you and your finished meal! - contact details are on page 1

Serves: 4 adults
Preparation time: 10 mins

Cooking time: 25 mins

Method

1. Peel the potatoes and the onion, and slice them thinly in

small pieces and sprinkle with 2 teaspoons of salt.

2. Add the olive oil into a large pan, and cook the potatoes

and onions over a medium heat for 15 minutes. The

potatoes shouldn’t be browned. Meanwhile, whisk the

eggs and 2 teaspoons of salt.

3. When the potatoes are cooked, place them on a plate

with some kitchen paper to absorb the oil, and let them

cool for 5 minutes.

4. Mix the cooked potatoes with the whisked eggs. Take

a small pan (8’’ approx.), and add 1tsp of olive oil to it,

and set the oven on high heat.

5. When the pan is warm enough, add half of your

potatoe and egg mix, Distribute the cooked ham and

cheddar over it and add the remaining potatoe and

egg mix, to create layers (as shown in picture).

6. Cook for 3 minutes, and turn over to the other side for

another 3 minutes.

Ingredients
� 4 tsp salt
� 3 tblsp olive oil
� 1 onion
� 5 medium size potatoes
� 5 eggs
� 8 cooked ham slices
� 4 cheddar cheese slices

In this issue of the Chronny our Spanish work

placement, Eduardo, has provided us with this

delicious traditional omelette from his homeland …
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◄ Rose Week 2016

18th to 24th July 2016
Sir Thomas & Lady Dixon Park, Belfast

Admission: Free

The International Rose Garden is among the best in the world. From
July to September over 45.000 roses are in bloom. There will be a full

programme of events taking place in the park during the week, including
music and variety of entertainment.

◄ City of Armagh Guided Walking Tours
Every Wednesday from 15 June to 27 August.

Departing time: 11am and 1pm from Armagh Visitor Centre.
Admission: £3 available online at www.armagh.co.uk/walkingtour

Enjoy a guided tour exploring the rich history of Armagh city. From
pre-historic Ireland to an unmatched Georgian architecture, modern
day Armagh is built against a rich backdrop of history, clearly visible
trough its historic buildings and open spaces.

Race to the End of the Earth ►

25th June to 28th August. Daily from 10am to 6pm,

Titanic Belfast

Admission: £4.50 - £21

Travel back in time and follow in the footsteps of Norweigan

Amundsen and Britain’s Scott as they embark on a 1,800 mile

journey to be the first to reach the South Pole at Titanic Belfast

summer exhibition.

Witness what life was like for explorers 100 years ago as they

tackled the ultimate limits of human endurance and survival

in some of the harshest weather conditions in the world!

Bob Marley and his manager
Don Taylor were shot in an
assassination attempt in
Kingston, Jamaica in 1976.
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Northern Ireland Speed Weekend ►
28 - 29 August. 12noon - 5pm,
Eikon Exhibition Centre, Lisburn
Admission: £10-£12
For more information visit: www.speedweekendni.com

The NI Speed Wekend will be jammed packed with  rally
cars, race cars, drifting, sport cars, helicopters and
stunt shows including parachute displays from
the Wild Geese parachute display team!

◄ Pippin

20th - 23th July 2016 @ 8:00pm
Belvoir Players Studio Theatre, Belfast

Admission: £10 (Concessions £8)

Pippin is the extraordinary new musical about a young man’s struggle to find
meaning and purpose to his life.

Journey through a world of escapism inspired by classic video games.

◄ Culture Night Belfast 2016

16th September 2016, 1.00pm
Various locations across Belfast.

Admission: Free

The biggest evening in Belfast’s cultural calendar returns to
transform the spaces and places of the city centre and beyond
on Friday 16th September, with a packed programme of events,
including tasters, tours, talks, trails, demonstrations, activities,

gigs  and much more.

Information about events can be checked at
www.culturenightbelfast.com

Great Britain and Northern
Ireland compete at the Olympics
in Montreal, Canada, winning 3
gold, 5 silver and 5 bronze

Born this year: Ronaldo (Footballer), Benedict
Cumberbatch (Actor), Ja Rule (Rapper), Emma
Bunton (Spice Girl), Naomie Harris (Actress), Alexander
Skarsgard (Actor) and Cillian Murphy (Actor)
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Now and Then
As 2016 is a special year for Connswater Homes, being its fortieth anniversary, we thought it would

be nice to include some photographs of our schemes showing what they were like now and

what they looked like some years ago.

▲ Downpatrick Street, which is now
Severn Court ▼

▲ Harkness Parade, looking towards

The Oval, and today ▼

▲ Dee Street then, and as it is today ▼

▲ The Connswater River in 1952
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Now and Then

▲ Mersey Street c.1980s and how it looks
today ▼

▲ Mersey Street, taken fromParkgate with Gallagherscigarette factory on the right

If you have any old photos from any of our

schemes, we would love to see them and

have them featured in the Connswater

Chronicle and on our Facebook page.

Please contact us at

chronny@connswater.org.uk

or via post (see page1)

▲► Some early
photographs of the Upper

Newtownards Road

Betty Williams and Mairead
Corrigan from Belfast are
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize



Connswater Homes recently made a donation of three laptops
to Include Youth from its Common Fund, these laptops will
help support young people leaving care to prepare for work
or further education.     Pictured are Paddy Mooney, Chief
Executive of Include Youth and Philip Blair, Corporate
Support Assistant.

Include Youth is an independent non-governmental
organisation that actively promotes the rights, best interests
of, and best practice with, disadvantaged and vulnerable
children and young people.

Pictured above are Paddy Mooney, Chief
Executive of Include Youth and Philip Blair,

Connswater Homes’ Corporate Support Assistant

Include Youth Donation

Please note that the office will be closed on the following dates.

Tuesday 12th July & Wednesday 13th July 2016

Monday 29th August 2016

Emergencies
Tenants’ are reminded that the out-of-hours telephone number we have provided is to be used for

emergencies outside office hours only

Any repairs other than emergencies or those that are not the Association’s responsibility will be
charged directly to the tenant.

Please check your list of Repairs, Rights and Responsibilities before making that call or you will be
charged.

TELECARE - 0800 731 3081

Office Closures

Georgina Tate with herwelcome pack fromConnswater Homes

We welcome MsGeorgina Tate whosigned for her newproperty on MerseyStreet, Belfast withConnswater Homes on16th May 2016.
We hope that Ms Tate hasmany happy years in hernew home.

Welcome!

Contact Telephone
Numbers

If you have changed your phone
number, specifically your mobile
number, please let us know so that we
have the most up-to-date number for
you incase we need to contact you.


